
An official from the AMC’s
health and food department

said, “Mawa, or khoya, is made
from milk by partially removing
its water content in a controlled
process. The product being used
as mawa — prepared barfi or
another sweet — is a
ready-to-eat item. It may contain
sugar and other ingredients,
depending on the recipe, so it is
not the same as mawa.”

Under FSSAI standards,
mawa is defined as a product
obtained by partially removing
water from milk. “Using
prepared barfi or a barfi-like
sweet instead of mawa to make
pedas or other sweets,
reportedly to cut costs, can
change their ingredients,
sweetness, and taste,” the
official said.

He added, “Khoya-based
sweets are listed under Food
Category 18.1.1.1 in the FSSAI
guidelines for Indian sweets.
However, this classification does
not automatically permit using
prepared barfi as a substitute for
mawa. If mawa has not been
used, labelling the product as
‘mawa peda’ or a ‘mawa sweet’
may mislead consumers about
its identity and ingredients.”

‘Barfi contains
sugar, other
ingredients’

Ahmedabad: First, we had
to worry about analogue pa-
neer that contained no dairy;
then came the sauce with no
tomatoes. Now, just days befo-
re Diwali, Ahmedabad’s swe-
et trade has thrown up anot-
her worrying question: is yo-
ur mawa peda actually made
of  ‘analogue barfi’?

Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation’s health and fo-
od department seized around
40,500kg of  a suspected mawa
substitute, which the AMC
has called ‘barfi’, found at a
cold storage facility in Gom-
tipur on Wednesday. The
stock, estimated at Rs 60.8
lakh, was packed in 1,380
sacks weighing 30kg each. 

“To make cheap sweets in
the city, products like analo-
gue barfi, similar to analogue
paneer, are being used inste-
ad of  mawa, and they are sold
as mawa too. For consumers,
that could mean paying the
price of  a traditional mawa
sweet without it containing
mawa at all,” a senior health
department official said. 

Under FSSAI standards,
mawa is defined as a product
obtained by partially remo-
ving water from milk in a
controlled process. “A prepa-
red sweet or barfi-like pro-
duct is different and may con-
tain sugar and other ingredi-
ents depending on how it is
made,” the official said.

Diwali is the city’s biggest
sweet-buying season, as peo-
ple not only consume sweets
themselves but also gift them
to family and friends.

As de-
mand for pe-
das, gift box-
es, and bulk sweet orders ri-
ses sharply during the festive
season, a cheaper substitute
entering the supply chain co-
uld affect not only
the ingredients but also the
taste, texture, sweetness, and
shelf  life of  the sweets sold to
consumers.

To prevent adulteration,

the civic body has decided to
check the quality of  mawa be-
ing used in sweets produced
in the city. As part of  this ini-
tiative, health department te-
ams are carrying out raids
and inspections at units that
store, manufacture, and sell
food items across the city.

An AMC
official said
the team con-

ducted a check in the Gomti-
pur area and found about
1,02,000kg of  mawa stored by
around 60 vendors. 

“Of  this, nearly 80% of
the stock belonged to 15 big
vendors,” said the official, ad-
ding: “Six samples were col-
lected to test the quality of
mawa from Hasmukhbhai

Mawawala, Tulsi Mawa Cent-
re, Rajwadi Sweet (Bajrangi),
Indian Dessert (Nilkanth),
Purohit Mawawala and S K
Mawawala.”

These samples were sent
to the public health laborato-
ry to determine what the ma-
terial actually is and whether
it meets food-safety stan-
dards.

The official said, “The
maximum stock in this cold
storage belonged to a compa-
ny named Radhika Food Pro-
ducts. The company had sto-
red 40,500kg of  mawa under
the names of  Rajwadi Sweet
and Indian Dessert. None of
these sacks mentioned a
batch number or expiry date.
Hence, we stopped the suspi-

cious stock from being sold.”
He added, “Since samples

have to be taken in the presen-
ce of  the respective vendors,
the sampling for the remai-
ning vendors will be carried
out in their presence.”

“According to FSSAI stan-
dards, barfi cannot be sold as
or used in place of  mawa.
Marketing a sweet as a ‘mawa
peda’ without actual mawa
misleads consumers. This is
fraud against consumers,
which is why we halted the sa-
le,” the official noted. 

If  test results do not prove
the product’s authenticity,
the stock will be destroyed
and action will be taken aga-
inst the company, said the of-
ficial.

‘1,380 Sacks 
Had No Expiry
Date And No

Batch Number’ 

Analogue barfi in your mawa peda?
40,500kg stock worth ̀̀ 60.8L seized

BEYOND PANEER: DAIRY THAT ISN’T
FSSAI uses the term for products in which non-dairy ingredients 
partly or wholly replace milk constituents, while the finished product 
is made to look, taste or behave like a conventional dairy product

WHAT IS AN 
ANALOGUE DAIRY 
PRODUCT?

WHAT THE RULES SAY
1. Regular full-fat paneer 
must contain at least 50% 
milk fat on a dry-matter 
basis and can be sold loose

2. Medium-fat and low-fat 
paneer must be sealed and 
labelled, with the applicable 
fat category declared

3. Products using vegetable oil 
in place of milk fat cannot be 
sold as paneer and must clearly 
disclose the substitution 

THE FIVE-TIER  
PANEER MARKET

340/kg
Pure full-cream ‘malai’ paneer

Supplier-described as entirely 
milk-based; the premium variety

250/kg
Skimmed milk + vegetable fat

Uses palm/vegetable fat to 
lower costs while retaining a 
fatty texture

200/kg
Skimmed milk + milk powder

200/kg 

Soy + dairy hybrid

Roughly 50% soy and 50% dairy 
ingredients

120–150/kg
‘Flavour soya’/‘tikki’

Cheapest variety, described 
as predominantly soy-based, 
with about 10% milk. Sold in 
compressed blocks

WHERE ELSE IS DAIRY BEING REPLACED?

CHEESE
Vegetable oils, starch, 
emulsifiers and sometimes 
milk proteins are used to 
mimic processed cheese. 
It may 
not melt 
or stretch 
like real 
cheese

CHHENA
Non-dairy fats and proteins 
can be used to mimic 
chhena 
for sweets 
such as 
rasgulla 
and 
sandesh, 
where cooking can mask 
differences in texture 

CREAM
Vegetable-fat-based creamers can 
substitute for dairy cream. These 
products can be legally sold when clearly 
identified as non-dairy; the issue arises 
when they are passed off as fresh cream

GHEE
Non-milk 
fats are 
engineered 
to replicate 
ghee’s 
aroma, colour and cooking 
properties. The substitution 
matters because ghee is a 
premium product sold largely 
on perceptions of purity 

KHOYA
Non-milk fats 
and other 
ingredients 
recreate 
khoya’s 
dense, crumbly texture. Once 
incorporated into barfi, peda 
or gulab jamun, substitution 
can be difficult to detect
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Ahmedabad: Eight years af-
ter vendors were evicted from
Khau Gali near Law Garden,
the dispute has returned to
Gujarat High Court, which on
Wednesday orally asked Ah-
medabad Municipal Corpora-
tion (AMC) not to proceed
with a tender for allotment of
24 stalls at the site, rechriste-
ned as Happy Street.

Seventeen of  the evicted
vendors have approached the
HC, seeking directions to
AMC to allot them stalls at
Happy Street. They submit-
ted that the tender prices we-
re prohibitively high and they
could not afford to participa-
te. Their counsel argued that
36 other vendors evicted
along with them in 2018 had
subsequently been accommo-
dated at the same location.

All the vendors had initi-
ally approached HC, but their
petitions were dismissed.
Subsequently, 36 vendors fi-
led an appeal, following
which HC directed their ac-
commodation under the Stre-
et Vendors Act. AMC initially
decided to allot them space
near Gujarat College but later
accommodated them near
Law Garden, at the very site

from which they had been
evicted, the petitioners sub-
mitted.

Seeking parity, the 17 peti-
tioners urged the court to ex-
tend similar treatment to
them, arguing that they de-
served the same considera-
tion as the 36 vendors who had
approached the division
bench.

During the hearing,
AMC’s counsel submitted
that the court had been mis-
led and sought time to file an
affidavit explaining why the
present petitioners could not
be equated with the other ven-
dors. AMC sought time until

Tuesday (Nov 3) to respond.
Justice Nikhil Kariel direc-
ted the civic body not to proce-
ed with the tender process un-
til then.

On a lighter note during
the hearing, Justice Kariel re-
marked that AMC had “preju-
diced” the court by renaming
Khau Gali as Happy Street. “It
was one of  the most iconic
places of  Ahmedabad. Any-
body coming to the city from
outside wanted to go to two
places – Manek Chowk and to
this place. You have complete-
ly destroyed it since 2018.
What AMC wanted to achieve
by doing this?”

8 yrs after eviction, Khau
Gali vendors back in HC 

Seventeen of the evicted vendors have sought high court directions to
AMC to allot them stalls at Happy Street
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lUnder Sections 26(1) and
26(2)(ii) of the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006, food
business operators must ensure
that food under their control
complies with applicable food
laws and regulations.
Substandard food that contains
extraneous matter or is
presented misleadingly cannot
be sold.
lSections 3(1)(zl) and 52 deal
with mislabelled food. If a
product is sold under a false or
misleading name, description or
presentation, it may be treated as
mislabelled, depending on the
circumstances, and attract
penalties under Section 52.
lSection 50 may also apply if the
food supplied to a consumer
differs in nature, substance or
quality from what was
demanded or represented at the
time of sale.

Applicable FSSAI
provisions

Ahmedabad: A parking
dispute at the Institute of
Infrastructure, Technology,
Research and Management
(IITRAM) in Khokhra esca-
lated on Tuesday, with NSUI
members locking the insti-
tute’s main gate after repea-
ted representations to the
authorities allegedly failed
to resolve the issue.

The protest follows gro-
wing resentment among
students over the institute’s
alleged refusal to allow
them to park their vehicles
inside the campus. 

Students, including hos-
tel residents, claimed they
were being forced to park
outside the gate, causing in-
convenience and raising sa-
fety concerns.

According to students,

they had approached the in-
stitute’s head seeking a re-
solution, but the situation
remained unchanged. 

NSUI members began
demonstrations two days
ago, urging the authorities
to intervene. 

With no resolution forth-
coming, they brought a cha-

in and locked the main gate
on Tuesday, triggering a
commotion on the campus.

They warned that the
lockout would continue eve-
ry day until the parking is-
sue was resolved.

Meanwhile, NSUI sub-
mitted a representation to
the higher education de-
partment in Gandhinagar,
seeking an inquiry into the
land allocated for the insti-
tute’s hostel and the use of
the premises.

The organisation has de-
manded scrutiny of  the bu-
ilding’s no-objection certifi-
cates (NOCs), approved bu-
ilding plans and construc-
tion. 

It has also sought action
against officials if  discre-
pancies are found between
sanctioned plans and actual
construction.

NSUI locks IITRAM gate
over campus parking dispute
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Ahmedabad: Narol residents
held a candle march on Wed-
nesday, demanding justice for
10-year-old Manisha Salat, who
fell into an open sewer on the
Narol-Vishala highway on Oct
10. Even after 20 days, she rema-
ins untraced, with only small
fragments recovered.

Manisha’s family and resi-
dents marched from Narol Cir-
cle, demanding the resumption
of  the search and action aga-
inst negligent officials.

Congress leader Rajesh So-
ni, who led the march, slammed

the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC), questio-
ning how an Rs 18,000-crore ci-
vic body failed to locate the
child after allegedly stopping
the search within 10 days. The
incident occurred when the
girl's mother briefly let go of
her hand to pay an autoricks-
haw fare. Soni warned of  inten-
sified protests and court action
if  demands are unmet. TNN

20 days on,
candle march

held for girl who
fell into sewer

Ahmedabad: AMC’s estate de-
partment (NorthWest Zone) on
Wednesday sealed 11 construc-
tion sites for not installing gre-
en nets. 

The sites include Kaliram
Hostel and Eklavya School in
Chandlodia besides The Signa-
ture, Akshar Evira, Nityam
Glory and Soundarya Alina in
Gota. In Thaltej, sites Kala
Montana, Sun Setu Sky, Aditya
Two and Sola Sparsh were sea-
led apart from the Dev X site in
Bodakdev. A 2023 circular by
AMC’s town development de-
partment makes installing gre-
en nets at building sites manda-
tory to reduce pollution. TNN

No green nets, 
11 sites sealed
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Manisha’s parents and family
members joined the march

MAWA MYSTERY


